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me a tree in which the Scottish patriot had hid from
his English persecutors. We all knew the "barns of
Ayr,31 which he had burned. In the Reformation and
post-Reformation periods there had been fierce contests
among the barons of Ayrshire and Galloway. Afterward
there had been a strong Covenanting movement in the
southwest of Scotland, among a people who had been
trained by their ministers in the stem principles of the
Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and were resolved to
resist the prelacy which was attempted to be imposed
on them. There must have been much religious life in
the days of the Covenant, otherwise the people would not
have submitted to such privations; the hearts of the
great body of the people must have been deeply
moved, otherwise they would not have submitted to such
suffering.

But the religious life in later ages had been suppressed
by the blight of moderation, and now religion had very
much disappeared. Immorality followed, and there was
a low tone of duty among the people, while drinking
and licentiousness prevailed. The stream which had
rushed over rocks and precipices was now flowing through
a level plain* The people had comparatively few tradi-
tions, and the young were not much interested in them.
The Reformation had done little but set aside the fables
of the Middle Ages. The Patronage Act of 1711, which
took away the power of appointing ministers from the
heritors and parishioners, and gave it to patrons who
often forced worldly ministers into the pulpit, had
effaced the remembrance of the glorious struggles of the
Reformation and the Covenant There were tombstones
in nearly every parish which told of men who had been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